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MACHINE READABLE INFORMATION 
INTERFACE FOR A CONTAINER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The present application claims priority to provisional U.S. 
PatentApplication Ser. No. 61/521,048, ?led onAug. 8,2011, 
titled “Rotating Label Containing Bar Codes, QR Codes or 
Other Graphical Codes that Provide Additional Information 
Once Scanned by a Smart Phone,” which is hereby incorpo 
rated by reference in its entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present application is directed generally to labels, and 
more speci?cally to labels for consumer product containers 
that function as an information delivery system. 

BACKGROUND 

Containers for consumer products have a limited amount of 
outer surface area for placement of labels on the container. 
This may pose a challenge to manufacturers of these con 
sumer products to ?t all of the information they want to 
deliver to the consumer, or are required by law to deliver to the 
consumer, in this limited area. 

SUMMARY 

The present application is directed to information delivery 
systems for a container. An exemplary information delivery 
system may comprise a base label adhered to the container. 
The base label may have a back surface and a front surface, 
with at least a ?rst, a second, and a third indicia on the front 
surface. The information delivery system may further com 
prise a top label covering at least a portion of the front surface 
of the base label. The top label may be rotatable about the base 
label. In various embodiments, the top label may have a 
transparent window allowing at least one of the ?rst, second, 
or third indicia to be visible through the transparent window. 

According to additional exemplary embodiments, the 
present application may be directed to methods for delivering 
information associated with a container. An exemplary 
method may comprise adhering a base label having a back 
surface and a front surface to the container, and displaying at 
least a ?rst, a second, and a third indicia on the front surface 
of the base label. At least a portion of the front surface of the 
base label may be covered by a rotating top label. A transpar 
ent window may be placed within the rotating top label, such 
that at least one of the ?rst, second, or third indicia may be 
visible through the transparent window. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front view of an exemplary label according to 
various embodiments. 

FIG. 2 is a back view of an exemplary label according to 
various embodiments. 

FIG. 3 is a front view of an exemplary label according to 
various embodiments. 

FIG. 4 is a back view of an exemplary label according to 
various embodiments. 

FIG. 5A illustrates a leading edge of an exemplary label 
af?xed to a container according to various embodiments. 

FIG. 5B illustrates an exemplary label secured about a 
container according to various embodiments. 
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2 
FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary label secured about a con 

tainer according to various embodiments. 
FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary base label secured about a 

container according to various embodiments. 
FIG. 8 illustrates a leading edge of an exemplary top label 

af?xed to an exemplary base label according to various 
embodiments. 

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary top label af?xed to an 
exemplary base label and partially wrapped about a container 
according to various embodiments. 

FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary top label with a window 
af?xed to an exemplary base label and partially wrapped 
about a container according to various embodiments. 

FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary top label with a window 
secured about a container and a portion of a base label visible 
through the window according to various embodiments. 

FIG. 12 is a front view of a base label according to various 
embodiments. 

FIG. 13 is a front view of a top label according to various 
embodiments. 

FIG. 14A illustrates an exemplary base label secured about 
a container according to various embodiments. 

FIG. 14B illustrates an exemplary base label and top label 
secured about a container according to various embodiments. 

FIG. 14C illustrates an exemplary base label and top label 
secured about a container according to various embodiments. 

FIG. 14D illustrates an exemplary base label and top label 
secured about a container according to various embodiments 

FIG. 15 illustrates an electronic device scanning an indicia 
on the base label according to various embodiments. 

FIG. 16 is an exemplary ?ow diagram of a method for 
delivering information associated with a container according 
to various embodiments. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present application is directed to information delivery 
systems for a container and methods delivering information 
associated with a container. An exemplary information deliv 
ery system may comprise a base label adhered to the con 
tainer. The base label may have a back surface and a front 
surface, with at least a ?rst, a second, and a third indicia on the 
front surface. The information delivery system may further 
comprise a top label covering at least a portion of the front 
surface of the base label. The top label may be rotatable about 
the base label. In various embodiments, the top label may 
have a transparent window allowing at least one of the ?rst, 
second, or third indicia to be visible through the transparent 
window. 

FIG. 1 illustrates various embodiments of a front surface 
108 of a base label 100 for an object, such as a medication 
container, according to various embodiments. The base label 
100 comprises a leading edge 102 and a trailing edge 104. 
While the leading edge 102 is oriented to the left and the 
trailing edge is oriented to the right as presented in FIG. 1, the 
orientation of the leading edge 102 and the trailing edge 104 
could be reversed depending on which edge is ?rst applied to 
the object. Both orientations are within the scope of the 
present disclosure. Base label front surface 108 may comprise 
writing or other indicia 106 thereon. 
As used herein, the leading edge refers to the ?rst edge to be 

af?xed to the object and the trailing edge refers to the second 
edge to be af?xed to the object or the overlapping leading 
edge. Depending on the orientation of the label and the object 
when the label is af?xed to the object, either edge of the label 
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may be the leading edge. The orientations presented in the 
?gures are for convenience and are not intended to be limiting 
in any way. 

FIG. 2 illustrates various embodiments of a back surface 
206 of the base label 100. In various embodiments, the base 
label back surface 206 comprises two strips of adhesive 202 
and 204 on or immediately adjacent to the leading and trailing 
edges, 102 and 104, respectively. Base label leading edge 
adhesive 202 may have a boundary 208 de?ned as its limit on 
the base label back surface 206. Base label trailing edge 
adhesive 204 may also have a boundary 210. While FIG. 2 
illustrates that the adhesive strips 202 and 204 are generally 
close to the base label leading and trailing edges 102 and 104, 
respectively, it is understood that the adhesive strips 202 and 
204 may be continuous or discontinuous, and may extend 
across any portion of the base label back surface 206, includ 
ing the entire base label back surface 206. In various embodi 
ments, a length of the base label 100 may be selected to be 
slightly longer than a circumference of the object on which it 
is placed, such that the trailing edge 104 overlaps the leading 
edge 102, and the trailing edge 104 is af?xed to the leading 
edge 102. In various embodiments, the length of the base 
label 100 may be selected to be approximately the same as the 
circumference of the object on which it is placed, such that the 
leading edge 102 and the trailing edge 104 do not overlap. 

FIG. 3 illustrates various embodiments of a front surface 
306 of a top label 300. Top label 300 comprises a leading edge 
302 and a trailing edge 304, and indicia 308 may be imprinted 
on the top label front surface 306. 

Various embodiments of a back surface 402 of the top label 
300 are illustrated in FIG. 4. The top label back surface 402 
may comprise various indicia 408 printed thereon, as well as 
two strips of adhesive 404 and 406 on or immediately adja 
cent to the leading and trailing edges, 302 and 304, respec 
tively. Top label leading edge adhesive 404 may have a 
boundary 410 de?ned as its limit on the top label back surface 
402. Top label trailing edge adhesive 406 may also have a 
boundary 412. While FIG. 4 illustrates that the adhesive strips 
404 and 406 are generally close to the top label leading and 
trailing edges 302 and 304, respectively, it is understood that 
the adhesive strips 404 and 406 may be continuous or discon 
tinuous, and may extend across any portion of the top label 
back surface 402, including the entire top label back surface 
402. In various embodiments, the adhesive strips 404 and 406 
are con?ned to areas near the leading and trailing edges 302 
and 304, respectively, so as not to obscure or interfere with the 
top label back surface indicia 408. 

The base label adhesive 202, 204 and the top label adhesive 
404, 406 may be applied in a variety of patterns as can be 
appreciated by one skilled in the art. The adhesive 202, 204, 
404, 406 may be applied in in strips, dots, droplets, circles, 
rectangles, squares, triangles, lines, and the like, as well as 
combinations of patterns. 
A length of the top label 300 may be selected to be slightly 

longer than a circumference of the object on which it is 
placed, such that the top label trailing edge 304 overlaps the 
top label leading edge 302, and the top label trailing edge 304 
is af?xed to the top label leading edge 302. In various embodi 
ments, the length of the top label 300 may be selected to be 
approximately the same as the circumference of the object on 
which it is placed, such that both the leading edge 302 and the 
trailing edge 304 do not overlap and are af?xed to the base 
label front surface 108. 

FIG. 5A illustrates the application of the base label 100 to 
an exemplary container 500 according to various embodi 
ments. The container 500 may be a glass or plastic bottle, or 
other type of container such as a metal can or a cardboard 
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4 
receptacle. The container may be round, rectangular, square, 
or any other shape known in the art. The term “container” is 
used here for convenience to describe exemplary embodi 
ments. It is understood that the container may be any object, 
including non-containers. Container 500 may comprise a cap 
502 removably secured to a body 504. Various embodiments 
of the body 504 may have an exterior surface 506 that com 
prises a upper label panel 508, a lower label panel 510, and a 
recessed surface 512 interposed between the upper label 
panel 508 and the lower label panel 510. As discussed below, 
the base label 100 may be applied to the container 500 at the 
recessed area 512 between the upper label panel 508 and the 
lower label panel 510. 

In various embodiments, the top label 300 may be rotatable 
about the base label 100, as discussed below. In these embodi 
ments, the upper label panel 508 and lower label panel 510 
may function to restrict upward and downward movement of 
the top label 300 in relation to the container 500 such that the 
top label 300 generally remains in a position covering at least 
a portion of the base label 100. 

FIG. 5B illustrates the container 500 with the base label 
100 af?xed to the container 500. Initially, as illustrated in 
FIG. 5A, base label leading edge 102 is placed in contact with 
the recessed surface 512 of the container 500 and af?xed to 
the container 500 by the leading edge adhesive strip 202. With 
relative motion between the container 500 and the base label 
100, the base label 100 may be wrapped around the container 
500 with the base label trailing edge 104 now overlapping the 
base label leading edge 102 such that the leading edge adhe 
sive strip 202 holds the base label leading edge 102 to the 
container 500 while the trailing edge adhesive strip 204 holds 
the base label trailing edge 104 to the overlapped base label 
leading edge 102. 

In various embodiments as illustrated in FIG. 6, the length 
of the base label 100 may be substantially the same as a 
circumference of the recessed surface 512 of the container 
500, which may allow the base label leading edge 102 and 
base label trailing edge 104 to abut rather than overlap. How 
ever, it is also possible that the length of the base label 100 
may be shorter than the circumference of the recessed surface 
512, resulting in a gap 702 between the base label leading 
edge 102 and the base label trailing edge 104 when the base 
label 100 is af?xed to the recessed surface as illustrated in 
FIG. 7. In both of these instances, the base label trailing edge 
adhesive strip 204 may adhere to the recessed surface 512 of 
the container 500, rather than the base label leading edge 102. 

In various embodiments, the base label adhesive strips 202, 
204 may comprise a permanent adhesive. In general, a per 
manent adhesive is one that does not readily release from a 
surface to which it adheres after the adhesive dries or cures. 
Using the base label 100 as an example, the permanent adhe 
sive 202, 204 will tend not to release from the recessed sur 
face 512, nor will it tend to release the base label leading edge 
102 or trailing edge 104 once dried or cured. In order to 
remove the base label from the recessed surface 512, the base 
label 100 may have to be torn from the adhesive, or the 
adhesive layer 202, 204 may have to be fractured which may 
leave some of the adhesive on the recessed surface 512 and 
some of the adhesive on the base label leading edge 102 or 
trailing edge 104. Once the surfaces af?xed with the perma 
nent adhesive are separated, they may not be reattached. 

In FIG. 8, the base label 100 is already af?xed to the 
recessed surface 512 of the container 500, and the application 
of the top label 300 over the base label 100 is illustrated 
according to various embodiments. The top label leading 
edge 302 may be placed in contact with any portion of the 
base label front surface 108 and af?xed to the base label front 










